FEBRUARY 3,

FLIGHT

2012

SCHEDULE:

FEBRUARY

3rd—Family Fun Night
Bingo

6th—PTO Meeting / *k

Media Ctr./ 6pm
9th—Interims go home

10th—Chick-Fil-A in car
rider line

13th—SIC Meeting /
Media Ctr. / 6pm

14th—Val Grams will
be delivered

20th-24th—Winter
Break/No School

March

2nd—Daddy Daughter
Dance

5th—SIC Meeting

CONTACT
uUS!

449 Rimer Pond Road
Blythewood, SC 29016
Phone: (803) 691-8676

FAX: (803) 691-8677

WEB:
www.richland2.org/scho
ols/rte/

TWITTER:
RTEFlightStatus

RICHLAND

ROUND TOP

SCHOOL DISTRICT TWO

Review

FLIGHT!

HOME
WHERE

OF THE AVIATORS..
LEARNING TAKES
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LIFESKILL Spotlight: INITIATIVE

Counsel orodos Cor ne

What Are They Talking About? (School Jargon Clarified, Part 2)

I had no idea parents would respond so positively to my last two articles about homework and "school jargon." Following the
examples set by J.K. Rowling and John Grisham, let me churn out another one! :-)

1. What is DIBELS? The letters in DIBELS stand for Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills and we use DIBELS to assess
children's emerging reading skills in grades K-2. DIBELS is administered by the teacher or the grade level teaching assistant using a
Palm Pilot. For one minute, the teacher (or assistant) listens to the child read a passage, nonsense words, individual letters,
and/or initial sounds in words. As the child reads, the teacher records the child's errors by tapping the screen of the Palm Pilot.
Later, the results are uploaded to a website called mClass that allows us to track a child's progress over time. Children who are
struggling with early reading skills are progress monitored periodically so we can see if the child is making progress or not. If you
have a K-2 child and the teacher has shown you a graph with little purple and red dots on it, you were looking at progress moni-
toring data from DIBELS.

2. What are Tier 2 interventions? Within the past 5-7 years, something called "Response to Intervention" became a hot topic in
the education world. I'm sure it was around before 5-7 years ago, but it became very popular within the last several years. As you
read this, picture an upside-down triangle in your mind's eye. The wide base of the triangle, which is now on top since it's upside-
down, includes what we call Tier 1 interventions. These are things that the teacher should use IN the classroom to meet the
needs of all students. Tier 1 interventions can include differentiated instruction, modified seating, modified assignments, and
other "good teaching" strategies. Statistics show that about 80% of students will respond to the regular curriculum with Tier 1
support. About 18-20% of students will not respond to Tier 1 strategies, so those students are moved to Tier 2 interventions (the
middle section of the triangle). Tier 2 interventions often involve pull-out support in the form of small intervention groups. In
these groups, we use programs such as Wilson Fundations, Study Island, and Number Worlds. Tier 2 intervention groups meet
multiple times each week and students' progress is tracked over time. 1-2% of students will not respond to Tier 2 interventions
and they are shifted to Tier 3 interventions (the tip of the triangle), which will typically involve a referral to our Intervention Assis-
tance Team. At this point, the intervention team will make individual recommendations that are very specific to the student's
needs.

3. What is RAMP? In the very near future, you will likely hear some exciting news about a national award Round Top just re-
ceived this week. The national organization for school counselors (guidance counselors) is called the American School Counselor
Association, or ASCA. ASCA encourages school counselors like me to run a comprehensive, developmental school counseling pro-
gram based on standards (just like teachers have) that is evaluated using an accountability system. In 2009, Round Top made a
commitment to work toward this award, not because of the prestige the award brings, but because it's the right thing to do for
students. Over the past three years, | have worked to bring our school counseling program into alignment with ASCA's recom-
mended national model for school counseling programs. | evaluate the success of my lessons and small group activities using pre-
and post-assessments to determine what students learned. The process was difficult but we submitted our application in October
2011. Two days ago, we received the notification that we successfully met the criteria to become a RAMP school! The letters R A
M P stand for "Recognized ASCA Model Program," meaning the national organization is recognizing us as having a "model" school
counseling program. We are currently the only school in Richland 2 to have received this national award and one of about 400 in
the entire United States. If you consider that there are about 30 schools in Richland 2 alone, it really puts things into perspective.
| will attend ASCA's national conference in Minneapolis this June to receive the award. We will remain a RAMP school until 2015,
when we will need to re-certify.

If you have questions about other school jargon or things you don't understand, please e-mail me and | will be happy to help ex-
plain it. Have a great weekend!
Will Moody,

RTE School Counselor

(803) 691-8676, Extension 3004




ennies for Pasta

anuary 30 -February 17

We are raising money to benefit the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. The small change

box your child is bringing home is designed for home, church, or business use. Please
do not allow your child to go door to door collecting money. Any spare change you can
spare is greatly appreciated. The class that raises the most money will earn a pasta party

A \V/N=BESR: co “te sy of Olive Garden.

ome dates to keep in mind:
from

Daily-Valentine's treats for sale in am-.50 to $1.00

Feb 8th—Eat Lunch with a Friend--Students pay $1.00 to sit with a friend in anoth-
er class during lunch-Signup by Tuesday, February 7

KeIIy Click this link for a registraton

Of f i

| Feb 14th—Stuck on Tucker--Bring a $1.00 to stick Mrs. Tucker to the wall with tape
P ease

e GOT HOMEWORK?

us e our
y BE GREAT ACADEMY ENROLLING AT ROUND TOP CAMPUS!

an engaging homework/educational
enrichment program that encourages children
of all ages to become self directed learners

signal w

approachi

= Homework First —Then Fun with a Purposel
GREAT FUTURES START HERE.

AFTER SCHOOL Open till 6:30 pm! Only $55/week*

school en

i f you
REGISTER ONLINEATWWW.BGCMIDLANDS .0RG OR CALL303-231-3300
turn.

hel p = E GREAT

Kel | o
A 0 e Re mi n d ¢ Choice Opportunities

R Deliveries of in Richland Two

can not be

accept ed at Theapplication process ended Jan. 27,2012, at
5 p.m. In March, parents and students will be
able to log back into their application account to
see whether students have been accepted into

For your conve|
be sel-Gi agms Vaobr

Click this link t l'nes Day . Y 0 Uipe program of their choice. For additional infor-
:! titons an d Ch o c 0mationon Magnet programs, contact Dawne
flvers be delivered 't 0 McLeod at 738.3248. For additional information
NYers. ent Vvol unt e onExpanded Choice, contact Roger Wiley at
activities and Please find t hge7383314

recreation. form on pag
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Parent Writing Prompt:

Stay Connected... bMy wish for my

Parents, please send your letters via Airmail; mailboxes located

RICHLAND TWO
PARENT PORTAL parking lot and Propeller Place Café.
[ = n

(Student Grades/ Progress) 0000000000000000000000000000
https://parents.richland2.org/public/

Reminders & Forms!

Click on the Reminder N

Welcome to Blackboard
AR R G event and activity form
. formati on.
“ =aa

\

(Assignments/ Homework)

https://bb.richland2.org

RTEtorms

/* Mondays
&
i \ Wednes- Flyers
http://www.richland2.org/schools/RTE/RTES days in
did=
ubPage.aspx?id=28558 the front

and

Click
the t

open

MyNUCTKdS com After _
, School
WORM TEA & SOIL Care &

(Pay for meals online!)
https://www.mynutrikids.com/Login.aspx

12 oz of worm tea $5 Extra

Curric-
ular ac-
Contact: tIVItleS

2 .5 Ibs of soil for S5

(Get updates with the RTEFlightStatus!) ‘ bsteedly@richland2.org
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AVIATOR SALUTES

Major Kudos to Mr. Moody!!!

....another first for RTE, and RSD2!

We received notification from the American School Counselor Associa-
tion (ASCA)that our school counseling program has achieved the
"Recognized ASCA Model Program" award!!! We are the first school in
Richland 2 to achieve this national awardand one of only 13 schools in
South Carolina!l

Mr. Moody as President-Elect of the South Carolina School Counselor
Association, will attend the ASCA national conference in Minneapolisthis
summer. At the conference, there will be a formal dinner where the
RAMP winners will be recognized. Round Top will receive a plaque, per-

ACE ADVENTURES

Ace spent some quality time with Anna Kathe-
rine Middleton on her birthday and they did
something that Ace loves to do—Fly in an air-
plane. This was a special excursion because
Anna Katherine Middleton’s Papa, Jim Middle-
ton piloted the plane. Asyou can see from the
picture below, Ace was quite brave; he actually
sat right in the window as the plane came in
forit’s landing. From the looks of it, Anna
Katherine may grow up to be a pilot just like
her papa
and Ace.




RTE Happenings!

Ellis Hawkins, Mr. Lally & Keionna Ray
Student Shadow Day



